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lying the king, the political course of the next few years
might have been more advantageous to the country and
less discreditable to the Whigs. It is to be regretted
that Peel was so inflexible on the subject of the Irish
Church. A statesmanlike treatment of that question
might have changed the whole history of Ireland and
her relations to Great Britain. But the appropriation
clause was a pretest jind not a policy. It was used for
the purpose of_jersuading 0?Connell to suspend his
demand for repeal_and to_ support the policy of the
WHg&But it was more than the Whigs could carry,
and less than they ought to have demanded. It is true
that its proposal served its purpose of securing the
support of Lord Howiek, but this was, perhaps, because
Lord Howick was convinced, at the time when the
resolution embodying the principle of appropriation was
moved, that there was no prospect of Peel's making such
concessions as would satisfy him. He could hardly have
regarded the resolution itself as affording an adequate
basis of policy, since all the arguments that could be
used in its favour would in reason have led to a far
larger measure. To propose or demand a larger measure
would have been more statesmanlike and more straight-
forward on the part of the Whigs, though less likely to
effect their immediate purpose. Public opinion through-
out the country was not even ripe for an appropriation
clause, as the Whigs found to their cost. But it is not
easy to commend their statesmanship in proposing so
little, or to defend their levity in subsequently abandon-
ing the little they had proposed.
O'ConnelPs record in this transaction is at any rate
pure and honourable.   He still remained, as Lord John